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Costa Rica’s biology 
course enlightens lives 
JESSICA JASPERSON
jaspersonja@mnstate.edu 
For bioscience professors Brian 
Wisenden and Dan McEwen, the 
tropical field biology course offered 
every spring is an indescribable 10-
day trip experiencing Costa Rica’s 
sights, sounds, smells and people. 
Last year was McEwen’s first 
time traveling to Central America, 
so as an ecologist Costa Rica was a 
great opportunity to experience first 
hand learning.
“I teach a lot about ecological 
principles, and we talk about in 
the classes sort of in theory how 
unique the tropics are,” McEwen 
said. “But to go there, and see the 
ecology and the biology was really 
overwhelming.”
To Wisenden, no learning 
experience beats traveling to a 
foreign country. 
“You can watch a TV show or 
a movie about a place, but it’s not 
the same as smelling it and feeling 
the heat and having, basically, these 
emotional responses to the situation 
you’re in,” Wisenden said. “The 
food, the music, the cultural mores 
of the people there that’s hard to put 
that on a list of things to learn. It’s 
an experience, and that is hard to 
convey.”
Wisenden lived in Costa Rica 
with his wife while he completed 
his doctoral work. The tropical field 
biology course began in 2002 and 
was offered every two years when 
a deciding factor was adequate 
enrollment. 
The course has gained so much 
interest, it is offered every year and 
is currently full for the spring 2014 
semester, with the maximum 18 
students. There are no prerequisites 
needed, and students don’t have to 
be majoring in biology to enroll in 
the course.
“Last year we had a good cohort 
of students who were not biology 
students, so that was cool seeing 
they could come and still be 
interested in biology and get a lot 
out of it,” McEwen said. “Really, 
I think the trip develops a different 
perspective about how global 
BIOLOGY, BACK PAGE
MSUSA: Students take charge
BECKI DEGEEST
degeestre@mnstate.edu 
On Nov. 15-17, the Moorhead 
chapter of Minnesota State 
University Student Association 
participated in the fall delegate’s 
conference in St. Paul, Minn. While 
there, they worked on several new 
platform issues brought up by 
MSUM and other MnSCU colleges. 
Those who attended the 
conference were: Austen McFarren, 
Sarah Danielson, Kevin Struxness, 
Clay Schwartzwalter, Maddison 
Leitner, Jaclyn Ellwein, Yannis 
Tomko and Derek Davis. Together 
the students did their best to represent 
the student body of MSUM. 
Sarah Danielson, MSUSA 
Campus Coordinator and political 
science major, said that there were 
several key points, controversial 
or not, discussed at the conference. 
Some of the issues that pertained to 
MSUM were: veteran registration 
priority, preferred name for 
registration, SELF loan and raising 
the fee ceiling for student fees. 
“A preferred name title would be 
like a username for students who are 
primarily transgender; essentially so 
that when they would apply here, 
they could put a preferred name after 
their actual name,” said Danielson. 
“We thought that it was a good idea. 
However, it didn't go over well with 
the other delegates. Another thing 
that we worked on was getting the 
veterans priority registration. Metro 
has it, and it works well for them 
since they have issues with GI bills 
and getting that in. I think it would 
be a great thing to try out here, and 
see if it's feasible.”
Another issue that Danielson and 
others in the group saw as a threat to 
MSUM students, was proposed by 
St. Cloud State University, to raise 
the overall MnSCU fee ceiling, 
which is already capped in several 
areas.
“We didn't want to put more debt 
on the back of Moorhead students,” 
Danielson said. “Right now we have 
areas that are capped, so that can't go 
any higher, and they wanted to raise 
it so it would, but we said no.”
Because MSUM students pay 
MSUSA, BACK PAGE
Last spring, students met at the Capitol to lobby for student issues and needs. 
Submitted photo
The MSUM Faculty Association met at 9 a.m. on Thursday in the CMU Ballroom to discuss the steps they may take to 
avoid a projected $8 million deficit in 2016. 
BECKI DEGEEST • degeestre@mnstate.edu
Proposed layoffs induce sadness among many at MSUM
GOOD LUCK
ON EXAMS
MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu 
Emotions ran high at the meet 
and confer Thursday where the 
MSUM Faculty Association heard 
a proposal outlining strategies to 
avoid the projected $8 million 
deficit in 2016. Around 150 people 
were present to hear the plan that 
includes phasing out five majors, 
merging academic departments and 
potentially laying off 16 temporary 
faculty and six tenured or tenured-
track faculty. 
Faculty Association President 
Ted Gracyk opened the meeting 
with “it’s a sad day to be Dragon,” 
noting that layoffs and dissolving 
departments make times difficult for 
everyone, and it’s not something the 
association enjoys or wants to do. 
Since 2010, student enrollment 
has dropped by 10.9 percent and, 
based off predicted enrollment 
declines, MSUM faces an $8 
million deficit by fiscal year 2016 
if steps are not taken now. The plan 
proposed by the administration aims 
to save MSUM $8.5 million by 
FY16 and leaves a small surplus of 
about $450,000.
The most controversial items 
discussed were the changes in 
faculty rosters, the reduction of six 
tenured faculty members and the 
elimination of five majors. 
During the solution planning 
process, a new batch of faculty 
rosters were proposed. The new 
rosters eliminated 18 old rosters and 
created 34 new rosters. The rosters 
map out seniority in departments 
based off “years of seniority.” 
Professors at the bottom of the 
priority list face a layoff if their 
department is specified as needing a 
reduction. 
However, there is a chance 
that professors could make it on 
more than one roster. If professors 
have three-plus consecutive years 
teaching in another program, they 
have cross-rostering rights. This 
could be crucial to individuals and 
trigger contractual agreements.  
“If you found out today you 
were getting laid off, you can use 
your cross-rostering rights, get on 
a different seniority roster, and your 
layoff would be rescinded,” Gracyk 
said. 
The plan includes a proposal for 
six layoffs of tenured or tenure-track 
faculty in departments that have 
low enrollment or need improved 
efficiency. The departments 
specified for layoffs were 
community health, elementary and 
early childhood education, English, 
history, the special education 
graduate program and theatre arts. 
Although the administration 
won’t say which professors are 
being laid off, the seniority roster 
is public information and one can 
easily deduce who those professors 
are. 
According to the new roster 
draft, the professors at the bottom 
of the seniority list are Nandita 
Bezbaruah in community health; 
Ruth Newton, elementary and 
early childhood education; Susan 
Imbarrato, English; Sean Taylor, 
history; Deanne Borgeson, special 
education graduate program and 
Patrick Carriere, theatre arts. 
However, in an attempt to avoid 
layoffs, a second round of early 
separation incentives (ESIs) are 
being offered 27 eligible faculty 
members in targeted departments; 
American multicultural 
studies; English; history; mass 
communications; philosophy; 
physics and astronomy; political 
science; The School of Teaching 
and Learning; sociology and 
criminal justice; speech language 
hearing sciences and theatre arts. 
Those professors have until Jan. 14 
to respond to the offer.  
Five programs containing less 
than 65 students will be completely 
phased out within the next three 
years, giving students currently 
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South Africa holds ‘Day of 
Prayer’ for Nelson Mandela
South Africa held a “national 
day of prayer” on Sunday in 
memory of Nelson Mandela, 
who died Thursday at the age of 
95. Addressing a congregation 
in Johannesburg that included 
members of Mandela’s family, 
President Jacob Zuma said 
Mandela “fought against those 
who oppressed others. He wanted 
everyone to be free.” Bishop 
Mosa Sono addressed thousands 
in Soweto, where Mandela lived 
before going in to prison, telling 
mourners “thank God for Madiba.” 
An image of Mandela’s face 
appeared on a giant screen, and 
his famous “I’m prepared to die” 
speech played to the congregation. 
North Korea confirms Jang 
dismissal
On Saturday, North Korea 
confirmed the dismissal of Kim 
Jong Un’s uncle by marriage, 
Jang Song Thaek, for committing 
“criminal acts.” Jang was 
previously considered the second-
most powerful man in North 
Korea and handled discussions 
with China. “Jang and his 
followers committed criminal acts 
baffling imagination, and they did 
tremendous harm to our party and 
revolution,” the North Korean 
state news agency reported.
Rebecca Black releases 
‘Saturday’
One had to know Rebecca Black 
was planning a comeback. 2011’s 
biggest viral star has finally moved 
on from “Friday,” with her new 
video “Saturday,” released on, 
as one would guess, Saturday. In 
keeping with her Friday tradition, 
the video was released on 
YouTube—and it already has three 
million views.  The video features 
some callbacks to “Friday” (Black 
eats out of a cereal bowl, writes 
“fun fun fun fun” on someone’s 
face, says “tryin’ to get Friday out 
of my head”), as well as a party 
with plenty of twerking, just  so 
everyone is aware this was made 
in 2013.
U.N. nuke inspectors visit Iran
On Sunday, United Nations 
inspectors  traveled to the Arak 
heavy-water plant in Iran, which 
has long been suspected as being 
key in the country’s nuclear 
program. It’s the first time in two 
years that the International Atomic 
Energy Agency had been allowed 
to visit the plant, which could 
be used in creation of a nuclear 
bomb. The visit is the first after 
the announcement last month of 
a deal between the West and Iran 
to curb Tehran’s nuclear program. 
Officials from the U.S., France, 
Germany, Britain, China and 
Russia will meet on Dec. 9 and 
10 in Vienna, where the IAEA 
is based, to officially discuss 
how to implement the Geneva 
recommendations.
World news from dailybeast.com
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Study Day
9 a.m. - midnight
Study day activities, 
CMU
3 - 5 p.m. 
Study day events, 
Wellness Center
6:30 - 8 p.m. 
125th Anniversary 
Book Signing, 
Zandbroz Fargo
Final exam schedule 
begins
5 - 7 p.m.
 International Student 
Sash Ceremony, 
CMU 
1 - 3 p.m. 
Commencement, 
Nemzek
11.30
Hit & Run crash in G-7 Lot
12.1
Drug/Narcotics violation in Nelson, 
Moorhead Police Department cited 
one for possession of small amount 
of marijuana, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, referred to Campus 
Judicial
Disorderly conduct in Grantham, 
one referred to Campus Judicial
12.2
Alcohol violation in Nelson, 
one cited by Moorhead Police 
Department for  minor in 
possession, referred to Campus 
Judicial
911 Hang-up in Nelson, false- 
misdial
Suspicious person in Livingston 
Lord Library, one intoxicated non-
student escorted  off campus
12.3
Vehicle booted in G-10 Lot for 
outstanding citations
12.4
Marijuana odor complaint in South 
Snarr, unable to detect
Escort provided for one male from 
14th Street bus stop to Owens
12.5
Criminal damage to property 
in Center for Business atrium, 
Moorhead Police  Department 
contacted
Delayed report made on injury 
from 12.2 near MacLean entrance
 
 
12.11
12.12
12.18
12.19
      
 
11.22
Alcohol violation in Grantham, 
liquor disposed of by Public 
Safety staff
Arson in Dahl, poster 
intentionally set on fire
Vandalism in Dahl
Unattended juvenile in CMU, 
Moorhead Police Department  
responded and took custody of 
juvenile
11.23
Suspicious activity in Dahl
Noise complaint in Grantham
Vandalism in Grantham 
Fire in Grantham, Moorhead 
Fire Department responded and 
extinguished
 
11.24
Alcohol violation in Grantham, 
one cited by Moorhead Police 
Department for  minor 
consuming, referred to Campus 
Judicial
11.25
Drug/Narcotics violation in Dahl, 
Moorhead Police Department 
cited one for possession of small 
amount of marijuana, referred to 
Campus Judicial
11.27
911 Hang-up in Owens, false-
misdial
11.28
Dog at large in G-10 Lot, owner 
located and took possession
Kise offering Norwegian 
lunch today
Kise Commons will be 
featuring a Norwegian Meal 
Station during lunch (11 a.m. 
to 1:45 p.m.) today. There 
will be feature dishes, such as 
Swedish meatballs, tork, yule 
kaga and more.
Art sale today
The Works on Paper Guild, 
Ceramics Guild and Painting 
Guild are partnering for this 
year’s Christmas Art Sale. 
Everyone is encouraged to 
visit them in the Roland 
Dille Center for the Arts, in 
the great white hall (in front 
of the gallery.) There will be 
deals on art prints, ceramics 
and paintings completed by 
the art students right here on 
campus.
The sale begins at 8:30 
a.m. and goes until 4:30 p.m. 
Credit cards will be accepted.
Kise Late Night Breakfast 
offered tomorrow night
Take a break from studying, 
and enjoy a steak breakfast 
during Study Break Breakfast 
tomorrow from 9 to 11 p.m. 
in Kise Commons. This meal 
is included in your meal plan.
City of Moorhead offers 
snow removal and parking 
information
The City of Moorhead has 
modified its Snow Removal 
Declaration procedures. 
Now, when a Snow Removal 
Declaration is issued, 
continue to follow the city’s 
year-round “No Parking” 
signs posted on streets and 
avenues throughout the Blue 
Snow District.
During a Snow Removal 
Declaration, the penalty for 
a parking violation is towing.
The Blue Snow District 
has been expanded to include 
Main Avenue to 16th Ave. S. 
from 4th to 20th St. S. Signs 
have been updated to include 
a telephone number 218.477.
SNOW. Drivers may call the 
phone number, or check the 
website cityofmoorhead.com/
snowdistrict to see whether a 
Snow Removal Declaration 
has been issued.
To get the most up-to-date 
information, subscribe to 
email, Facebook and Twitter 
Snow Removal Declaration 
alerts at cityofmoorhead.
com/snowdistrict.
Normal parking regulations 
in all MSUM parking lots are 
still applicable.
Quiet rooms available in 
library 
Students in need of a place 
to get away during finals 
week are encouraged to visit 
the third and fourth floors of 
the Livingston Lord Library.
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449
Safety Tip of the week
How to avoid being a victim of theft
During this holiday season it is important to be proactive in 
trying to prevent yourself from being a victim of theft. Don’t 
leave valuables or packages visible in your vehicle; put them in 
the trunk if possible. Make sure you are paying attention to your 
surroundings and your belongings while out shopping. During this 
time of large crowds it is easy for a thief to run up and grab your 
wallet, purse, phone, etc. and disappear in to the crowd.  
Now Hiring!
The Advocate is seeking a copy editor for the spring 2014 
semester. Individuals must possess a strong knowledge of AP 
style and have a meticulous eye for detail. Interested applicants 
can pick up an application from The Advocate bulletin board 
in the CMU or inquire at advocate@mnstate.edu.
125th Anniversary Token Hunt
MSUM is sponsoring a monthly token hunt around campus. 
One token will be placed in a location around school grounds 
each month. We’ll reveal a clue each week until the token is 
found. Find the golden token and redeem it at the bookstore for a 
$50 gift card. The second clue can be found below:
In 1963, this professor started a summer time event for all 
to see, which led to this building with his own name on it.
MSUM briefs from Dragon Digest and submitted at advocate@mnstate.edu
A & E
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Amed
International
Market
Amed International Market is 
family owned and operated and 
sells international foods,  
houseware items and jewelry!
423 Main Ave  
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-287-1334
amedinternationalmarket.com 
Like us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/amedinternationalmarket
Phone
Website
Address
Hours
Mon-Sat: 11am-8pm
Sun: Closed 
DEDICATION
Langseth Hall
December 19, 2013
Langseth Hall Atrium
10:30 a.m. 
Join us in honoring Keith 
Langseth Dec. 19, as we 
dedicate the Science Lab 
in his name. Langseth 
served for 32 years in 
the Minnesota Senate, 
and was instrumental 
in securing funding for 
higher education across 
the state of Minnesota. 
Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal 
opportunity educator and employer and is a member of 
the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System.
Photography major showcased in Vermont gallery
Not only does photographer 
Brittany Cossette have to worry about 
exposure in terms of aperture, shutter 
speed and ISO, but also, as a senior in 
fine arts she’s building exposure for 
her photos themselves. 
Cossette’s photo titled “Something 
I Need” was recently accepted 
into an international juried show, 
“Faces,” which will be presented 
by the Darkroom Gallery in Essex 
Junction, Vt., at the end of this year. 
“Something I Need” was one of over 
800 entries submitted to the show, 
and Cossette is one of 59 artists 
selected for inclusion. 
The photo was taken for an 
assignment as part of a studio 
lighting class as a way to explore 
how different lighting can invoke 
different emotions, feelings or 
attitudes in a photograph, Cossette 
explained. She decided to use her 
now-boyfriend as her model and 
wanted the lighting to invoke an 
“aggressive” look, emphasizing a 
scar on her subject’s forehead.
“I loved that photo from the 
start so I knew I wanted to find a 
portrait show that I could get it into,” 
Cossette said. She is a member of 
BY ALISON SMITH 
smithal@mnstate.edu
callforentry.org, an online network of 
public art projects, artist fellowships 
and juried visual-arts competitions 
that allows artists to easily explore 
exhibitions across the country that are 
looking for entries.
Cossette entered four or five photos 
into the exhibit and after a little over 
a week she received notification from 
the exhibit’s juror, Elizabeth Avedon, 
that “Something I Need” was accepted. 
Cossette has had work featured in 
online galleries as well as being part 
of shows on campus, but “Faces” will 
be the first physical gallery showing 
outside of school that Cossette will 
have an accepted photo displayed.
“I feel like this happening my senior 
year, it’s like a launching point for me 
and it’s gaining momentum for me 
after I leave school that this is what I 
need to keep doing,” Cossette said. “I 
just have to keep getting my work out 
there and letting people see it.”
Growing up, Cossette always knew 
she wanted to be an artist and became 
interested in fashion design in high 
school. Moving away to California to 
pursue a career in fashion design was 
too intimidating upon high school 
graduation, so Cossette began to look 
into other ways she could get involved 
in the fashion industry, which brought 
her to photography. 
She started out with a more 
commercial approach to her 
photography, but through her 
schooling has been inspired to stay 
more on the fine arts side and just 
make art to sell it, not necessarily 
commercial work.
“I like to push the boundaries of the 
medium I’m working with,” she said, 
calling her work “experimental.” 
For a landscape photography 
assignment, Cossette decided that 
rather than going outside she would 
bring foliage into the darkroom, lay 
it on a flatbed scanner and create a 
silhouette.
Cossette credits MSUM’s art 
department with helping her become 
the artist and person she is today. 
“Every single person in this art 
department is so, so valuable, and I 
wouldn’t trade it for anything,” she 
said. “I’ve had such a well-rounded 
education, and I know for a fact if 
I didn’t come to school I wouldn’t 
be making anything like this. It’s 
not just about the art… 
they just make you into 
such a well-rounded 
person.” 
Cossette plans on 
attending graduate 
school to receive her 
master’s in fine arts. 
The only question 
is when. She has the 
option to stay at MSUM 
for another year after 
graduation to complete the certificate 
program, which is an “intensive one 
year study in one medium.” She is also 
debating taking a year off in order to 
build a strong body of work to help her 
get accepted into a top graduate school.
After spending a month in New 
York City as a part of the “New York 
Art Experience” last summer, Cossette 
has been looking into the School of 
Visual Arts in New York. “As an artist 
it’s kind of hard to imagine surviving 
in this area of the country and making 
a real living on it, but I’ve always been 
shy of the idea of going to a bigger city 
because I grew up in a town of, like, 
2,000 people, and I’m scared, and it’s 
just really intimidating,” she said. 
However, after being immersed in 
the big city for a month, she was able 
to get a feel for what life therewould be 
like.
 “I got to know the hustle and bustle 
and it really gave me confidence that I 
could live there and survive there… It 
was really inspiring and encouraging 
that making a living off art isn’t a 
completely absurd or a crazy idea,” she 
said.
“Faces” opens Thursday with an 
artist reception Jan. 5. For more 
information about the exhibit and 
to see other selected entries go to 
darkroomgallery.com/exhibits/next.
After taking students to tour studios in Minneapolis, Michael 
Stamper, cinema arts and digital technologies, has noticed 
inevitable change in his world - the world of design. 
According to Stamper, many of the studios that students will 
be applying to after graduation will be looking for students to be 
able to design specifically for mobile instead of print, something 
that many MSUM students haven’t had the chance to experience 
while enrolled in school. 
Because of this lack of experience, Stamper took it upon 
himself to develop a fun, new project for his design students. 
Stamper’s students, instead of designing for print as they have 
grown accustomed to, had the opportunity to design for iPads 
and other tablet devices. 
“You have to be pushed into the pool sooner or later,” he said, 
“and the sooner the better.”
Stamper wanted this 
project to be fun, but he also 
encourages his students to 
have fun in general in his 
classes. 
“I like my students to play 
with the software,” he said. 
“I think they learn a lot more 
than if they had to sit and 
watch Lynda videos all class. 
I want them to play. This way, 
if they have questions, they 
can ask me, and I can help 
them out. The more they play, 
the more questions they are 
going to have.”
Because Stamper made this 
project enjoyable, he said his 
students were doing work 
above their level without 
being aware of it. 
“Constraints were very 
loose,” he said. “They could 
make whatever they wanted. 
They didn’t know they were 
doing advanced work.”
Because of the loose 
constraints, students were 
able to chose any theme for 
their page. Stamper’s students 
chose everything from cats to astronomy.
To display the variety of work his students created, Stamper 
developed a simple interface in which viewers click on the 
student’s work they would like to view and are brought to a new 
window. 
Each of the students’ pages are designed in such a way that the 
page responds to, not only the orientation of the tablet, but any 
movement the tablet makes. 
According to Stamper, many of his students were a little nervous 
to take on a project such as this, but after finishing the project he 
is assured that it was an overall good experience. Stamper plans to 
continue adding mobile based design to his curriculum.
“Next semester I will be doing more with creating more with 
Adobe’s Digital Publishing Suite,” he said. 
According to Stamper, this is something that was unable to be 
taught previously, but can now be approached because of newer 
iPad technologies. 
Overall, it all boils down to Stamper wanting his students to be 
successful after graduation. 
“Some of the agencies we visited would bring out their iPads 
and show us their whole portfolios,” he said.  “So, students, if they 
don’t get exposed to things like this, they are going to be behind 
the other students that are, wherever they go to find a job.”
Stamper’s student’s works can be found at web.mnstate.edu/
stamper/parallax/ on any device with an internet connection; 
however, the website works best on an iPad or other tablet. 
BY ELLEN ROSSOW 
rossowel@mnstate.edu
Professor challenges design students 
to think beyond print
Brittany 
Cossette (right) 
is to have her 
photograph 
“Something I 
Need” (above) 
showcased in 
“Faces” at the 
end of this year. 
SaraLynn Dobler, a design student, created an interactive page titled “The Sky Has 
Stories To Tell” which she describes as “a project inspiring the idea that constellations 
aren’t just dots in the night sky, but animals or people that can tell you stories.”
Photo illustraion by Ben Gumeringer• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu
Every memory students 
experience at college defines 
and impacts them for years 
after they grab that diploma on 
graduation day; it’s the several 
nights spent laughing with 
friends in the dorm freshman 
year, achieving an academic 
accomplishment or even telling 
someone you love them.  
Every second of an 
uncontrollable laugh, minute 
crying from a heartbreak and 
hour spent cramming for an 
exam is a memory that no 
student should let go. They are 
more than just those “times you 
once had in college,” they are 
lessons. 
One can learn from outside-
of-class experience just as 
much as in-class involvements. 
College is more than just a 
degree; it’s a time to figure out 
who you are. 
“Don’t take things too 
seriously in college,” Anna 
Knutson, advertising major 
graduating this semester, said. 
“Obviously, doing well in class 
is important, but don’t forget to 
live a little.” 
With graduation around the 
corner, students start to think 
about all the memories they 
experienced and what more 
they can accomplish before 
their last day. 
College is a time of 
exploration, both inside and 
outside of the classroom. 
However, most students only 
have four years of higher 
education — and it goes by 
quicker than one would think. 
“I would suggest that people 
should really try to step out of 
their comfort zones,” Knutson 
said.
This bucket list provides a 
few ideas for students to do 
before graduation. 
1. Befriend someone that 
makes a huge impact in your 
life.
 
2.*Tailgate at MSUM or a 
surrounding college. 
3. Spend all your money to go 
on a spring break trip that you 
will never forget.
4. Stay friends with at least 
one person you met during 
orientation.
5. Go to a class (with a friend) 
that you are not registered for. 
6. Take a campus tour of your 
own campus. 
7. Be involved with a campus 
organization, club or sport. 
8. Force yourself to think 
critically about race, religion, 
money, family and sex for the 
first time.
9. Nap in a random place on 
campus, not including dorms.
10. Join an intramural sport 
with a group of friends. 
11. *Crash a party where you 
know no one – alcoholic or 
non-alcoholic. 
12. Ask someone you just met 
out on a date. 
13. Dance on a table at a bar 
or party.
14. *Complete a bar crawl in 
downtown Fargo. 
15. Study abroad.
16. Convince your professor to 
teach outside on a sunny day.
17. *Whether you’re studying 
or just hanging out, stay awake 
for over 24 hours straight.
18. Take a spur-of-the-moment 
road trip with a group of 
friends.
19. Run a 5K, 10K or 
marathon.
20. Go to a home football 
game.
21. Go to a guest lecture on 
campus.
22. Befriend a professor or 
advisor.
23. Take a leadership role in an 
organization.
24. Learn a random skill from 
someone you met at college.
25. Randomly volunteer in 
the community at a non-profit 
organization. 
26. Get in the best shape of 
your life.
27. Discover a talent you never 
knew you had.
28. Get into an intellectual 
argument with someone.
29. Pull off a prank at your 
rival school. 
30. Fall in love. 
* The Advocate does not 
promote underage drinking and 
only encourages those who are 
of age to participate responsibly 
in the listed activities. 
BY DAVID ‘JOE’ SCHNEIDER
schneideda@mnstate.edu
With finals looming, many 
students may find themselves 
stressing to stay on top of 
things. In today’s fast-paced 
society, it seems as though more 
individuals find themselves 
stressed.
This includes students, 
who must balance work and 
extracurricular activities along 
with school.
Less-than-positive ways to 
relieve stress include alcohol 
and over-eating, but meditation 
can be a healthy alternative that 
avoids a hangover.
I started meditating this 
summer, and I strongly 
recommend it. Though I am not 
an expert on the topic, I do have 
some suggestions.
Pick up a book
First, pick up a book on 
the topic, preferably one that 
includes a guided meditation CD 
or link. The book that I found 
was “Meditation for Beginners” 
by Jack Kornfield.
To summarize its teachings, 
staying in the moment in a 
changing, transient world is 
the main concept. I’ve realized 
that most feelings, thoughts and 
sensations are fleeting; they go 
away with time. 
Kornfield’s book teaches us 
to observe our sensations with 
a sense of loving-kindness, 
a trait inherent in Buddhism. 
Observing sensations such as 
thoughts or feelings, bringing 
them back to our breath and 
releasing them is a simple, 
prominent aspect of meditation 
that Kornfield teaches. And 
though meditation has roots 
in Buddhism, people of any 
faith, or even those without 
a faith tradition, can practice 
it. Kornfield’s discussion of 
forgiveness and its importance 
in healing is also something I 
found to be of great interest.
Check online
Second, for students on a 
budget, a multitude of YouTube 
videos offer insights on the 
topic. These include guided 
meditations on specific topics 
including studying, improving 
focus or recovering from a 
breakup. Many YouTube videos 
can also help improve overall 
mindfulness, and some offer 
testimonies on the benefits of 
meditation.
Become involved in meditation
Finally, for those interested in 
becoming part of a meditation 
community, there is the Spirit 
Room, located in downtown 
Fargo at 111 Broadway.
Dawn Morgan, executive 
director of the Spirit Room 
for the last 15 years, said that 
all kinds of people meditate, 
and that the important aspect 
of meditation is mindfulness: 
a state that can be achieved 
through meditation.
“If your mind isn’t scattered, 
you’re able to better focus on 
things,” she said.
Morgan noted that this ability, 
once gained through meditation, 
can be applied to other aspects 
of life. She also stated that 
many people already practice a 
form of meditation, or mindful-
thinking, but are unaware of it.
Morgan noted specific 
aspects of life which can be 
improved through meditation, 
and emphasized its importance 
to those interested in creative 
arts. Various activities, such 
as playing guitar or painting, 
can be improved through 
meditation, she said. Meditation 
can prove helpful to students 
involved in creative arts or any 
other studies.
Morgan also noted the 
healing power of meditation 
for those suffering from anger 
issues, anxiety or other mental 
struggles. “Meditation is about 
noticing, being willing to let 
go and coming back into the 
present,” she said. 
Meditation can help a student 
who is struggling to focus. 
Morgan said that “meditation 
classes and practice are free for 
students.” 
More information on the 
Spirit Room can be found on its 
webpage; spiritroom.net, or on 
their Facebook page.
If meditation sounds 
interesting, the MSUM 
Wellness Center will be offering 
free meditation classes, as well 
as free smoothies, massages and 
restorative yoga classes from 3 
to 5 p.m. on study day.
Features
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De-stress from finals with meditation 
JESSICA JASPERSON • jaspersoje@mnstate.edu
Inside Spirit Room titled Gallery One at 111 Broadway in downtown Fargo. 
Anyone is welcome to attend Spirit Room classes any day of the week. 
Visit www.gliks.com to 
find your nearest location
FALL STYLES AVAILABLE NOW!
30 things to do before graduation
BY BECKI DEGEEST
degeestre@mnstate.edu
Since the beginning of April, ex-
President Rolland Dille and archivist, 
Terry Shoptaugh, have been working 
together to create a commemorative 
history book in celebration of the 
school’s 125th anniversary.
The history book, available now 
for purchase at the bookstore, is 
split into five parts and themed by 
the five “identities” of the school 
throughout its history. They are: 
Moorhead Normal School (1888-1921); 
Moorhead State Teacher’s College 
(1921-1957); Moorhead State College 
(1957-1975);Moorhead State University 
(1975-2000) and Minnesota State 
University Moorhead (2000-Present). 
The book holds pictures, interviews and 
shows the history of the school’s past 
all the way to the more recent times of 
spring 2013. 
“We decided to put in five sections 
and try to let the student perspectives 
tell us how the school has changed, how 
the whole focus on higher education 
has changed,” Shoptaugh said. “We’ve 
carried it all the way up to 2013, with our 
last one from a student who graduated 
just this last spring,” Shoptaugh said.
Finding first-hand accounts from 
students, faculty and administrators, 
Dille and Shoptaugh wanted to show 
just what it is like to not only be a 
student at MSUM, but what differences 
and similarities there are through the 
decades. 
When Shoptaugh and Dille were 
asked by President Symanski to make 
a book to honor the school’s 125 
year anniversary; they accepted with 
excitement. Shoptaugh, who is an 
archivist has access to much of MSUM’s 
history and records, and Dille, who has 
an incredible memory, were the perfect 
duo to create the perfect history book. 
“The book gives you a feeling of 
what it’s like to be here and challenges 
of being an educator or being a student 
and shows that some things never really 
do change,” Shoptaugh said.
Throughout time one of the biggest 
changes have been tuition increases, 
which Shoptaugh said will also be 
included in the book.  He also said that 
the book says “a little something” about 
each one of the presidents at MSUM, 
no matter how long they served as 
president. 
 “We keep forgetting you’re not just 
people who come here sit in the classes 
and write papers, but you live a life 
here. You can meet the friends you 
will know for the rest of your life,” 
Shoptaugh said. “It’s not just about 
getting a career. It’s an experience that 
will follow you from the rest of your 
life, so we want to tell it that way, 
whether it’s 1888 or 2013.”
Shoptaugh mentions that one of his 
favorite parts of writing the book was 
simply reading the stories. He also 
noticed that no matter what era it was, 
there were a lot of similarities that 
students shared. 
“What you found out (after reading), 
is that students were kind of the same 
throughout time. They were anxious 
about their future, they felt like they 
were bowled over by the amount of 
work they had to do and they want 
something of a social life, so there is 
a lot of similarity,” Shoptaugh said. “It 
makes you look back partly and say, 
‘boy, I’d really like to be young again,’ 
and then the other part is remembering 
and enjoying those years and how they 
made you who you really were.” 
The book is full of funny, interesting, 
inspiring and even sad stories and 
shows “the many faces of MSUM.” The 
book is available now at locations such 
as the MSUM bookstore, Zandbroz in 
downtown Fargo and more locations to 
come.
For more information, visit the 
MSUM 125th history website at 
mnstate.edu/125th. The website also 
features a timeline where alumni can 
post their own exsperiences while 
attending MSUM. In addition, it 
provides a virtual tour where alumni 
can see the gradual changes to the 
MSUM campus. 
     Features
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e are proud of your success 
and welcome you to the 
Alumni Family! Stay connected. 
For information on the Alumni 
store, benefits, gatherings, 
LinkedIn networking and 
connecting with other Dragons 
across the world go to 
www.mnstate.edu/alumni
Register for a new Alumni 
account to receive monthly 
e-mail invitations, updates and 
more.
Best Wishes!
MSUM Alumni Foundation
www.mnstate.edu/alumni
Congratulations 2013 Graduates,
MSUM’s Newest Alumni!
W
The MSUM Alumni Foundation is an independent 501 (c)(3) charitable organization dedicated to Minnesota State University Moorhead and its alumni and friends.
125 years of MSUM history to be published
Photo Submitted by MSUM
Cover of the new MSUM 125 year history book now available at MSUM bookstore.
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Finish the semester strong
We know there’s less than two 
weeks of the fall semester left before 
a glorious three-week break from 
classes, professors and assignments.
Although this break is on the 
horizon, you’ve been working hard 
since the last week of August, so don’t 
slack too much.
Take advantage of study day on 
Wednesday to not only enjoy a day 
off, but to prepare for final exams 
and essays. Also, use the weekend in 
between exam days to prepare for 
finishing your studies.
Most of the time it’s easy for students 
to think they have plenty of time to 
finish final projects and study. All of 
a sudden your first exam is at 9 a.m. 
the next day, and you realize the only 
thing crossed off of your to-do list is a 
Harry Potter movie marathon.
Double check exam times and dates, 
and study to your heart’s content. Be 
proud of another semester of learning 
and working hard.
The Advocate wishes a safe and 
relaxing break to recharge before 
spring semester. See you after the New 
Year, Dragons! 
Advocate Editorial Board
The opinions expressed in The 
Advocate are not necessarily those of 
the college administration, faculty or 
student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to 
the editor and any submissions. They 
should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or 
occupation and any affliations. Letters 
are due by 5 p.m. Friday and can be 
sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off 
in The Advocate office or emailed to 
advocate@mnstate.edu.
Interested in being a columist? or a cartoonist?
The Advocate wants you! 
Contact Jessica at
 jaspersoje@mnstate.edu 
Letter to the Editor: A time for difficult decisions
There is a fundamental reality 
that we must live with at Minnesota 
State University Moorhead: when 
enrollment shrinks, you need fewer 
faculty members. Our enrollment has 
declined 10.9 percent since 2010 so 
now we face a need for a corresponding 
faculty reduction.  
This is a painful reality because 
our faculty members are the heart and 
soul of the university; they are the 
people who on a daily basis provide 
our students with an exceptional 
educational experience. Time and 
again, I hear from students and alumni 
how this experience goes beyond the 
classroom and becomes a foundation 
for fuller lives and careers.
On December 5, a plan was 
submitted to our Faculty Association 
for their input. In this plan, five low 
enrollment majors would be phased 
out and some academic departments 
merged. The plan would result in 16 
fewer temporary faculty and six fewer 
tenured or tenure-track faculty, with the 
exact number depending on how many 
faculty accept a second round of early 
separation incentives. The plan would 
save $3 million.  
These actions haven’t been our first 
reaction to a projected deficit that, 
if we do nothing, threatens to rise 
to $8 million by 2016. Savings of 
approximately $3 million have already 
been realized from a reduction in the 
number of administrative positions, 
reductions in operating budgets, early 
retirement incentives, and a partial 
hiring freeze. The university is also 
taking steps to increase revenue 
through enrollment growth strategies.  
There are two key reasons for our 
projected deficit; a pattern of declining 
state appropriations only recently 
reversed, and lower tuition revenue 
coming from a competitive job market, 
turnover in some key positions and, 
as is seen across Minnesota and the 
nation, fewer high school graduates.
Certainly a factor in this decline is 
an intentional decision to more closely 
follow our own admissions standards, 
defined in agreement with our Faculty 
Association. The regional economy 
needs more post-secondary educated 
workers. No one gains when a student 
leaves with debt and no degree. I 
believe it is important to help students 
start their education where they are 
most likely to succeed.
We are fortunate to be part of 
the Minnesota State Colleges and 
University System, a system focused 
on student success and supporting 
the state and regional economy 
through collaboration across its 31 
institutions. To that end, we have 
significantly increased our referral of 
underprepared students to our System 
partner community college, M-State. 
M-State offers excellent remedial and 
developmental courses along with 
opportunities for certificates, associate 
degrees, and potential transfer to our 
university.
Although our increased referrals 
to M-State account for part of our 
enrollment decline, we believe they 
are in the best interest of students. For 
well over 15 years, between 15 and 
20 percent of each freshman class did 
not meet the university’s published 
admissions criteria. Unfortunately, the 
average 6-year graduation rate for these 
students was only 25 percent. Many 
left with debt and no degree. For FY12 
and 13, the average debt for students 
who had student loans and withdrew 
was over $25,000.
In January, after we consider the 
input from our Faculty Association, 
we will announce the final budget 
plan.  Even with these difficult faculty 
cuts, we will still have one of the 
lowest student-to-faculty ratios of our 
Minnesota public university peers. 
Even with the elimination of five low 
enrollment majors, we will still have 
70 outstanding majors, some of which 
have been recently added as a result of 
student demand or workforce needs, 
including an Executive M.B.A. with a 
healthcare emphasis and a bachelor’s 
degree in Project Management.
As a search is conducted for MSU 
Moorhead’s next presidential leader, I 
am committed to making the difficult 
decisions now so our next president 
can begin by moving the university 
forward in solid financial health.
Edna Mora Szymanski
President
People need to be aware of consumption
ANDREW THOMASON
thomasonan@mnstate.edu
Conscious consumption is an idea. 
You should only consume what you 
need to survive, nothing more. It is an 
idea which can affect every part of your 
life and can lead you to realize what you 
do have, so that others may have more. 
Only consuming what you need 
should be a practice that we all embrace. 
We are not alone on this planet, and we 
should learn to act with conservation, so 
there is enough for everybody.
When eating, conscious consumption 
is best practiced when ordering. 
When you eat at a nice restaurant, the 
prevailing concept is to order big and 
celebrate. What would happen, though, 
if you only ordered enough to fill 
yourself? What would happen with the 
food left unordered?
Someone else would order it, of 
course. However, the chain reaction 
would result in the restaurant ordering 
less food. If less food is ordered, it may 
result in the food being made available 
to those in need. 
When we drive or burn other natural 
resources, we should practice conscious 
consumption. When driving, practice 
targeted stops. 
If you have several errands to run in 
town, park so that you are able to walk 
to several different stores, so you do not 
have to get in your car several times. 
Take the bus when you can. As a student 
at MSUM, you are able to ride the bus 
for free. From campus it is one transfer 
to get to West Acres. 
When operating air conditioning, 
work the thermostat so that you are 
comfortable, not cold. 
It is important to have a balance 
in your life; to live, work and spend 
time with family. When you strike this 
balance, you realize that pursuit of 
money does not matter. 
Making more than your neighbor 
should not be a priority. When you make 
less money, you spend less money. This 
means when you do spend money, you 
do it consciously, being aware of every 
dollar you spend. 
There are several thrift stores around 
Fargo-Moorhead that can help you 
spend your money more efficiently. 
Make yourself aware of these stores 
this Christmas season; make a goal 
of shopping there for at least one gift. 
Many of these stores support local 
nonprofits. 
Letter to the Editor: Loss of liberal arts at MSUM
As a doctoral student in an English 
program, I understand the importance of 
story. Story carries weight in significance, 
meaning, and the people that inhabit that 
story. As readers of a story, we start to 
identify with characters and their burdens 
and, in a well-written story, we start to see 
ourselves in those characters, in where 
the story takes place. For me, my years 
as an undergraduate at Minnesota State 
University Moorhead are a story because 
it carries weight for me in meaning, 
people and place.
While pursuing my education, I have 
attended a number of universities, but no 
other university has meant as much to me 
as MSUM. Reading the news about the 
budget problems and seeing professors 
who have taught me the importance of 
story suffer because of poor administrative 
management hits hard. I am no longer 
a student or employee at MSUM, but I 
still feel connected to the community at 
MSUM; I want everyone at MSUM to 
know that alums have not forgotten them.
What happened to many of the liberal 
arts programs, and what could still 
happen to many liberal arts professors 
and programs, is more than unfortunate. 
As a liberal arts university, MSUM has 
a mission to offer students strong liberal 
arts programs and effective teaching 
from professors. With the potential cuts 
to the liberal arts, that mission has been 
compromised. The recent cuts have 
caused MSUM to lose an essential part 
of its story, and while the university may 
continue to thrive, there is an irreparable 
sense of loss.
Jessica Jorgenson
MSUM Alum 2006
ONLINE EXCLUSIVE: 
Read more Opinions and Letters to the 
Editor online at msumadvocate.com
Sports
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Wellness 
is more 
than just 
exercise
WELLNESSCENTER
Russe l l  &  Ann  Gerd in
BY LE’WAYNE WRIGHT
wrightle@mnstate.edu
Born in Long Beach, Calif., 
on Jan. 15, 1994, Jaylen Raye 
has lived a compelling life. 
As a young boy he learned 
from his greatest idol that he 
did not have to participate in the 
gang life. His father, Jerry Raye, 
led by example in teaching his 
son that life can be lived in a 
productive manner. 
“I looked up to my dad the 
most, because he grew up in the 
gang culture and changed his 
life around completely. That is 
when I learned I did not have to 
go down the same path,” Raye 
said. 
Many fears struck Raye while 
growing up. His family had been 
involved in the gang lifestyle, 
and many friends and neighbors 
were affiliated. Through all 
adversity, knowing that at any 
moment he could be marked 
for death, Raye broke off the 
longtime curse that affected him 
and his family. 
He was always a smart kid and 
learned quickly by past mistakes 
the family made. Having five 
brothers, three being older, Raye 
learned what he should and 
should not do.
He said he and his brothers 
would always fight with each 
other to help make each other 
tougher. 
“My dad taught us all how to 
fight,” he said. “In my area there 
would be times when you would 
have to square up, and we were 
all taught to never back down.”
The story might have turned 
out differently during his 
freshman year at Mayfair High 
School in Cerritos, Calif. He got 
himself into some trouble, and 
his parents stepped in to make 
it clear they would not tolerate 
him going down the same evil 
path as many others.
“What happened at Mayfair 
was that I got snitched on for 
stealing someone’s iPod, but I 
never took it, so it was not fair 
that I got blamed for it. My 
parents were mad, though,” 
Raye said. 
Soon after, Raye was informed 
he would be transferring to a 
private Christian school just 
down the street. 
It was a hard transition 
considering the zero tolerance 
policy for misbehavior and 
disorderly conduct. Raye 
was used to an uncontrolled 
environment; switching to 
Valley Christian proved to be a 
challenge. 
“I was mad that I had to leave 
Mayfair because that’s where all 
my brothers and close friends 
were at,” Raye said. “At the 
same time I could see why my 
parents made me move though. 
They only wanted the best of 
me, so I guess it was a good 
thing I transferred.”
As an incoming student in 
a new high school, Raye was 
forced to quickly decide what 
he was going to do.  He was not 
a loud student. Instead he was 
surprisingly quiet and loved to 
keep to himself. There was not 
much on his mind throughout 
his high school career, except to 
graduate and go to college. 
“At Valley I was not able to 
get into a whole lot of trouble 
because of the strict rules, so all 
I could do was focus hard on my 
schoolwork and do well on the 
football field,” Raye said. 
It was soon after he began 
high school that his mother 
influenced him to want to 
become an accountant. With 
big dreams he hoped to be an 
accountant for any major Los 
Angeles sports team. 
“I really like numbers; to me 
it’s like reading a children’s 
book,” Raye said. “Math has 
always been my favorite subject 
since high school.” 
Aside from being an 
outstanding student, Raye 
was just as impressive on the 
football field as a running back 
and cornerback. As the starting 
running back and corner back for 
Valley’s varsity football team, 
Raye racked up big numbers. 
His only setback for not going 
Division 1 for college football 
was his small size. 
“I felt like I had all the talent 
to go D-1, but I have always 
been small. I hate it. If I was 
only a couple of inches taller, 
I could have easily received 
many offers to play at a big time 
football powerhouse.”
He has his heart set to play 
corner because his favorite 
player in the NFL, Tyrann 
Mathieu, is a cornerback and has 
been his most influential player. 
His opportunity came in 2012 
when MSUM reached out to him 
to play under scholarship. His 
recruitment was short because 
time was running out. It did not 
take long for Raye to sign his 
National Letter of Intent. 
Raye credits his parents for 
giving him the tools he needed 
to earn a scholarship to play 
football at MSUM. His family 
is the biggest influence in his 
success as a student athlete 
today. 
Now in his sophomore year 
at MSUM, Raye has not looked 
back. He has no regrets about his 
past and feels thankful for his 
earlier experiences.
“All I can say is that I have 
been blessed to have my family 
there for me,” he said. “And God 
watching my back to make sure 
everything worked out.”
Football player avoids gang culture to play at MSUM
Sophomore defensive back Jaylen Raye makes a tackle for the Dragons earlier this season. Raye finished with 29 solo tackles on the season. 
Photo courtesy of Dragon Athletics 
Submitted photo
Upcoming 
Dragon events:
• Wrestling: 7 p.m. 
@ Augsburg College, 
Minneapolis
Wednesday, Dec. 11
Friday, Dec. 13
• Women’s basketball: 
6 p.m. vs. Bemidji State, 
Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse
• Men’s basketball: 
8 p.m. vs. Bemidji State, 
Nemzek Fieldhouse
Saturday, Dec. 14
• Women’s basketball: 
6 p.m. vs. University of 
Minnesota Crookston, Nemzek 
Fieldhouse
• Men’s basketball: 
8 p.m. vs. University of 
Minnesota Crookston, Nemzek 
Fieldhouse
Saturday, Dec. 21
• Women’s basketball: 
5 p.m. @ Northern State, 
Aberdeen
• Men’s basketball: 
7 p.m. @ Northern State
News
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In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must 
provide a valid photo I.D., proof of your current address 
and your Social Security or immigration card to donate. 
Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.
To pay for
books and
tuition.
You only need 
one reason to 
donate plasma.
My one reason?
Donate today at: 
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700                grifolsplasma.com
As a new donor, you can earn
up to $175 in just three donations.*
- Return donors earn $75 this week.*
- Refer a friend and receive a $50 buddy bonus.*
*Fee and bonus offers end on 9/30/13
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a 
difference for patients and help you earn extra money. 
Right behind the Starbucks on 8th St
43 cents per credit at MnSCU 
colleges, MSUSA recommend 
that students start getting involved. 
With lack of state funding all over 
campus, Danielson, along with 
others, said that now is the time for 
students to voice their opinions.
Danielson said that the best way 
for students to get involved, is to 
come to the meetings, join the 
Lobby Corp and participate in the 
lobbying efforts at the Capitol later 
in the spring semester. 
To join Lobby Corp at the Capitol 
in St. Paul, students must sign up by 
Dec. 15 and attend a training session 
in January. This opportunity is a 
way to get issues noticed. 
“We give stories about our school, 
and why we think we need funding. 
The more students we have, the 
more we will get noticed.” 
This Wednesday, MSUSA will 
have a study day event, where they 
will be providing soup, bars, coffee 
and hot chocolate as a way to get 
students to take notice of MSUSA 
and its efforts. There will also be an 
issues board and a place to write a 
letter to a representative or senator 
about any issues students may have, 
whether for more funding or a thank 
you for the funding that has been 
provided. 
“If they see we care, they will 
care,” Danielson said.
MSUSA, FROM FRONT
relationships work. it can be a life 
changing experience if you let it be.”
From January until spring break, 
students read articles and meet 
weekly to learn specifics about 
Costa Rica’s biology, ecotourism 
and reserves.
The itinerary for spring break 
2014 consists of flying into 
Liberia and traveling to Bagaces, 
specifically because it is authentic 
Costa Rica without tourists. People 
who live in Bagaces are taking care 
of their families, working their jobs 
and going to the disco on Saturday 
night, Wisenden said. They are not 
catering to tourists. 
“That plurality of humanity is 
important,” Wisenden said. “They 
have their family. They have hopes 
and dreams and disappointments 
just like anybody does.”
From Bagaces, the group travels 
to the Lomas Barbudal Biological 
Reserve, UGA Ecolodge San Luis, 
Monteverde cloud forest, ecolodge 
San Miguel in Cabo Blanco and 
Guayacan before flying back to 
Fargo. Students experience different 
models of conservation and 
ecotourism in Costa Rica, which are 
factors that make this country truly 
unlike any other in the world. 
“The history – political and social– 
have created the circumstances 
here in this little tiny stretch where 
this kind of system can evolve,” 
Wisenden said. “That’s the course. 
So, it’s a little about biology, but it’s 
also the conditions that exist kind of 
by happenstance, really, that make 
Costa Rica this wonderful place.”
BIOLOGY, FROM FRONT
enrolled the opportunity to 
finish their degree. The majors 
to be phased out are: American 
multicultural studies; medical 
laboratory technician; masters in 
fine arts; music composition and 
community health. 
There are also plans to merge 
several departments. Ten 
departments will be condensed 
to four, subsequently reducing 
administrative costs. The 
consolidation of these departments 
won’t affect any of the degree 
programs, and total savings are 
equivalent to one full-time faculty 
member. 
If the 
f a c u l t y 
association 
goes forward 
with the 
p r o p o s e d 
departmental 
m e r g e s , 
they will 
take effect 
on March 1. 
Combining 
these programs would increase 
efficiencies throughout the 
disciplines; professors and 
curriculums could be shared and 
classes scheduled more frequently. 
“Responses (to the merges) 
have been mixed,” Provost Anne 
Blackhurst said. “Some are 
enthusiastic and some are neutral.” 
One area of the university that 
will not see any cuts as a result of 
the deficit is the athletic department. 
Jan Mahoney, Vice President for 
Finance and Administration stressed 
the importance of the athletic 
department and what the almost 300 
students-athletes bring to the school. 
“At this time we have no 
intention of reducing the number 
of coaches on staff,” Mahoney 
said. “Those student-athletes come 
here specifically to participate in 
varsity athletics, and if we were 
to lose those 300 students … that 
would equate to 17 or 18 faculty 
impacted.” 
The athletic, deficit-reduction 
handout detailed that many of the 
student athletes on campus would 
not be here if not for their specific 
sport. Student-athletes bring in over 
$2.1 million in tuition each year, 
$300,000 
less than 
the total 
g e n e r a l 
f u n d 
expenses 
f r o m 
athletics. 
A scenario 
w a s 
outlined 
that if 
one sport 
containing 26 students was 
eliminated, cost savings would be 
at $97,320, but tuition lost would 
be nearly double the savings at 
$179,348. 
Several faculty members, 
however, felt that saying those 
students will leave if their sport 
was eliminated was extremely ill 
mannered to other departments and 
professors.  
“Every department is getting hit. 
I’m not picking on athletics, but if 
we lose their sport, they won’t all 
go away,” cinema arts professor, 
Mike Ruth said. “I disagree, and it’s 
disrespectful to not cut them, and 
say they will go away.” 
The audience seemed to agree 
with Ruth, following his statement 
with a round of applause. 
During the discussion following 
the proposal, there were several 
faculty members, staff and students 
that shared their feelings on the 
matter, with some getting very 
emotional. 
Karen Branden of sociology and 
criminal justice teared up when she 
got up to give her testimony about 
how much MSUM means to so 
many people. 
“(MSUM) is home to us; it’s why 
so many are upset,” Branden said. 
“No one talks about what’s unique, 
just about cuts … if you love this 
place, recruit your ass off.”
Karli Hoekstra, secondary 
education and social studies junior, 
has been an active attendee at the 
various budget meetings and is 
also a member of the student group 
that started the “Save our School: 
125 More Years” social media 
pages. She voiced her opinion to 
the administration and Faculty 
Association during the comment 
portion of the meeting, stating 
she believes that student voices 
have been ignored throughout this 
process. 
“Within the faculty meetings 
there was a feeling that students 
are not interested in the budget 
deficient,” Hoekstra said. 
President Edna Szymanski 
responded to statements of 
demoralization and lack of student 
voice consideration by taking the 
blame, but she suggested that the 
audience examines the finances 
of the university over the last 10 
years. 
“I made an unpopular decision to 
do what was right for the students,” 
she said. 
The Provost added that, “The 
reduction in our student body is 
not proportionate to other MnSCU 
schools. It’s not helping to say that 
we are a sinking ship, decimating 
faculty or ignoring students.”
The Faculty Association has 
until Dec. 20 to offer feedback on 
the proposal with the final plan 
completed by early 2014. 
BUDGET, FROM FRONT
History, Languages and Cultures
American Multicultural Studies
Women’s and Gender Studies
Political Science
Economics 
Paralegal
Mass Communications
Communication Studies
Cinema Arts and Digital Technologies
Theatre
Department Merges
